
Official recommenda�ons for a
pandemic crisis regarding the
role of hygiene in COVID-19
preven�on have a sharp im-
pact on the market demand.

According to Nielsen's data,
during last week of March an�-
bacterial gels recorded an incre-
ase in sales of 2000% and it could
be probably more if the products
were available in the shops.

Nobody doubts today that regular
availability of personal hygiene
products, disinfectants, cleaning
products and detergents is a mat-
ter of the highest importance.

• FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19
• Support for Member Compa-

nies by providing them with
up-to-date legal and technical
informa�on

• Iden�fica�on of the main
barriers and difficulties that
entrepreneurs in cosme�c
and detergent industry face

• Common voice of cosme�c
and detergent industry in the
process of law making during
the pandemic crisis

• Proposals for legal changes
to ensure con�nuity of pro-
duc�on availability of pro-
ducts necessary to counteract
the coronavirus pandemic

• Direct and regular contacts
with the Polish government
and legal authorities

• Active engagement of Mem-
ber Companies in the consul-
tation process and at the sta-
ge of developing proposals for
changes

• Partnership with the Union of
Entrepreneurs and Employers

Following the introduction of the
state of epidemic and the export
restrictions, many efficiently func-
tioning companies began to strug-
gle with operational problems
and huge export challenges which
stopped products from being de-
livered to other EU Member Sta-
tes. Due to broad interpretation of
the definition of sanitizer - many
products of strategic importan-
ce for the fight against COVID-19

were held at the Polish borders.

Immediate Association’s respond
and close co-operation with deci-
sion makers in the Ministry of He-
alth and Ministry of Development
resulted in legislative changes in
narrowing the definition and exc-
lusion of cosmetics from the sco-
pe of the definition. This was the
desired direction of change, ho-
wever the export procedures for

sensitizers remained a challenge.

Further intensive work and con-
structive discussions with the
Ministry of Health resulted in a
complete withdrawal of the export
restrictions for disinfectants. This
definitely solved the problem for
export of cosmetics and products
classified as disinfectants and re-
stores the smooth flow of these
products on the EU market.

?

Export restric�ons for cosme�cs & disinfectants completely lifted



Working of the production lines became more flexible

Frequent changes in the legal
environment require careful
monitoring and prompt re-
sponse. The immediate in-
tervention of the Association
enabled significant changes to
be made prior to publication
of the regulation on restric-

tions related to the COVID-19
epidemic.

The key change was related
to ensuring a strictly defined
distance between workers also
on production lines - at least 1.5
m. Due to the fact that in some

produc�on areas it is impossible
to keep the distance of 1.5 me-
ters, the Associa�on proposed
an alternative solution i.e. where
it is not possible to maintain the
required distance, the personal
protective equipment should be
used.

Due to ethanol shortage caused
by the increased demand for alco-
hol-based disinfection products,
the Association was in close
contact with the Authorities and
submitted proposals for legislative
simplifications for the duration
of the epidemic. This resulted

in introduction of a temporary
exemption from excise duty on
ethyl alcohol for the production of
biocidal products for the Material
Reserves Agency, the Central Sa-
nitary and Antiepidemic Reserve
Base or the Industrial Develop-
ment Agency. It is also possible

until May 15 to use benzyl alcohol
or acetone as denaturants for
excise duty exemptions for the
production of biocidal products.

From the first days of pandemic
we strongly recommended the
Office for Registration of Medici-
nal Products, Medicinal Devices
and Biocidal Products to imple-
ment the fast track registration
procedure for disinfectants. The
procedure allows to obtain autho-
rization for up to 180 days with
minimal requirements for active
substances, suppliers and proof
of effectiveness. The application

is also free of charge and is being
dealt with urgently.

Authorization for a biocidal
product according to the na-
tional procedure (registration
under the transitional regime)
is issued within six months a�er
submitting a set of documents.
However, if it is necessary to
complete the documentation or
provide additional explanations,

the period is extended due to the
suspension of the procedure until
the complete documentation is
submitted. So far it was the only
method of registration under
national conditions.

Many Association’s Members are
currently using the fast track pro-
cedure however they have also
experience in regular registration.

Fast track registration of disinfectant biocidal products

Additional ethanol denaturates for biocidal products



The Associa�on provides Mem-
ber Companies with informa�on
on new legal provisions as well
as all dynamic changes in the
regulatory field. We support
and provide our Members with
regulatory advice, we share our
knowledge and experience. Con-
sultations on biocidal products
are provided by the Associa�on's

expert with prac�cal experience
in product registration acquired
during work in the Office for Re-
gistra�on of Medicinal Products,
Medicinal Devices and Biocidal
Products.

More than 320 writing consulta-
�ons andmore than 570 tele-
phone consultations focused on

areas such as: cosme�c / biocide
product classification, border-
line products, hydroalcoholic
gels, ethanol and excise duty
exemp�ons for cosme�cs and
biocidal products, CDA&PDA, di-
sinfectant products registra�on,
an�bacterial and an�viral claims,
export restric�ons.

• "An�-Crisis Shield" – 21 April 2020 - conducted by legal advisors which provided participants with the
most important informa�on on the current
shape of public help and tips on how to use
effec�vely the package of solu�ons prepared
for business by the government during the
crisis caused by the COVID-19.

• Fast track registration for biocidal products – 28 April 2020 – webinar conducted by the Associa�on’s
expert on biocidal products with an extensive
experience gained from working in the Office
for Registration of Medicinal Products, Medici-
nal Devices and Biocidal Products.

• FSC cer�ficates are being issued by the Association on normal basis. Member Companies obtain it ac-
cording to their needs in both electronic and printed versions.

• “Cosme�c/biocide borderline products. Cleaning and disinfecting hand gels” – mid May.

Individual consulta�ons on regulatory and technical issues

FSC Certificates

Webinars:



• The Ministry of Development is currently
preparing different scenarios for COVID-19
crisis management. We support the Ministry
with collecting data from cosmetic and deter -
gent industry. The Association has prepared
information on companies’ supply chains for
future analysis in the decision making process

and crisis management on the state level.

• Upon a request of Ministry of Health we have
iden�fied manufacturers with sufficient ma-
nufacturing capacity and row materials to
produce liquid for disinfec�on of hands.

• Up to date no formal work has been undertaken
to restrict the production of specific sectors. As
a backup plan our Authorities are working on
various crisis management scenarios related
to the ongoing epidemic COVID-19 crisis. This
tends towards establishing industries, including
cosme�cs, detergents and biocides and secu-
ring their functioning in every situa�on.

• At the beginning of pandemic we have prepa-
red detailed instruction with safety rules that

should be implemented in plants – the instruc-
�on was spread among Member Companies to
support them in COVID-19 emergency situa�on.

• The Polish Association in co-operation with
the Union of Entrepreneurs and Employers is
collec�ng and sharing best practices regarding
safety rules in COVID-19 crisis to develop a set
of rules/instruction for a safe workplace – this
programme called #returnstowork is to facilita-
te the safe return to work in various industries.

For over 15 years through
the "Science for Beauty" and
“Science for Home” programs,
we are in regular contact with
media and we provide con-
sumers with information on
the importance of hygiene in
our daily lives, which is crucial
during this pandemic.
The Associa�on is doing very

best to provide all the com-
panies with the informa�on
on legal changes and require-
ments in connec�on with the
coronavirus pandemic. We
share our knowledge not only
among our Member Com-
panies but via the industry
media we pass the exper�se
to non-Members too.

At the moment we perceive
society's security as the most
precious value.
Ar�cles on legal changes have
been published in the most
important industry portals:
• Chemia i Biznes
• Biotechnologia
• Świat Przemysłu

Kosmetycznego


